 CALVERT GREEN PARISH COUNCIL Minutes of Parish

PC Meeting held on 28th October 2025 @1930

Signed:   Chairperson Phil Gaskin……………………………………………………………………………

The meeting proper then began.

Attendance and apologies
Attendees:
Cllr Phil Gaskin (Chair) (PG)
Cllr Carl Blakeley (CB)  
Cllr Gary Atkins (GA) 
Cllr Ross Yarker (RY) 
Cllr Frank Mahon (FM)

Clerk Tracy Horsfield (TH) 
Two members of the public


Apologies
Cllr Patrick Fealey


145.25 	Declarations of interest
None
Minutes of meeting held on 30th September 2025 
Agreed and signed
 146.25 	Public participation
Cllr Frank Mahon 
FM, new local plan is out for consultation, this replaces the Vale of Aylesbury one, in a nutshell it says going from 43,000 houses to 96,000 houses in the whole of Bucks, 10,000 towns first allocated bucks did not appear, Calvert Green was er marked in the last round.  Due to solar farm activity in area housing may not be an option.  PG does not solar farms support building houses in the area.  FM the BESS just stores it and the company makes a profit when selling it to the grid in high demand.  Big problem in Bucks is we do not have a five-year land supply, Planning recently turned down the 90 houses in Marsh Gibbon.  Prison update, not enough sewage facilities so they are bringing in tankers of water, PG I raised this, RY yes, they said it was not a problem and the infrastructure is there.  FM how many operatives will you have when you start, they told me ninety, and said they would have to bring in portable toilets and bousers of water due to no capacity.  PG MOJ is a government agency; how do we hold them to account?  FM it is hard.
FM how many councillors are you short?  PG three. 
FM please discuss; there is a tendency at present with younger people in the area that the word ‘Parish’ is antiquated.  They felt old fashioned and have suggested ‘Community Council’, the outcome was they got more applications.  CB Parish Council is a statutory term in law how will it work? FM BALC have asked us to do this.  PG it is a lot of effort for a word. GA we still deal with the same things so changing the name may well get people to apply to be councillors but when they come to the meeting it has not changed.
PG the problem is it takes so long to get anything done, ie get a streetlight changed it makes us look incompetent.  FM we have asked for volunteers to help with some of our issues in Steeple Claydon.  We employ three people and have a lot more assets.  GA I do understand why young people feel the Parish Council is very ‘Vicar of Dibley’.  TH maybe a youth Council?  RY maybe we should target a demographic, GA it won’t change the process of getting anything done.  PG yes, you just keep sending emails to the council and nothing happens.  FM Bucks County Council is stretched to the limit.
PG to put it in perspective, we applied on advice from Bucks County Council for funding with Fairhive, TH put a lot of work into it and it was rejected due to Bucks County Council owning the land, we have worked over the last couple of years to rectify this.  Again, another funding application has been rejected on the same grounds.
TH I still haven’t received anything from Stuart Aislabie, TH forwarded the Landowners permission form, PG we have spent two years trying to get funding. GA HS2 were not happy with a licence but if they sign the Landowners permission form, we may be successful.  PG we understand its not permanent everything we have put into the submission can be removed.  FM Bucks County Council is selling off land.  I would try to see how much the land would cost.  FM I will chase Stuart about the form.  PG I am conscious we have to always come to you with these things.  CB neighbourhood plan, you have said the new Bucks plan is going ahead, is there any point in us going ahead with ours, are we flogging a dead horse.  FM yes, if yours contradicts the local plan, my advice is to put a hold on your plan. CB we have written to statutory bodies, and are nearly ready to send to Bucks County Council.  But my concern is as yours is in consultation will Bucks County Council hold ours up. FM I don’t think so, the problem is if you go in too early, they may argue that when we gave approval for you plan it was against the old Aylesbury vale plan.  PG but ours would be protected for five years surely?  PG HS2 plan does say they have to take into account neighbourhood plans.  PG we really need to know if it will go through and are we covered for five years.  FM let me see if I can find out if your plan would be protected for five years.  FM we are also behind in traveller sites, 400 pitches (caravans).  
Cllr Mahon left the meeting 20.15
PG I have received an email from a resident that was flooded last year, the feedback from Bucks council should be by mid December.  I saw a letter that had been sent to a resident.

147.25	Solar Farm
PG there is still an application with Bucks planning from FCC, a small area that we didn’t object too two years ago, it is not visible to us so no impact.  I went to a landfill meeting last night with FCC and the intention is for it to still go forward.  It is very small in comparison to the Rosefield Solar farm.  FCC have spoken to the police who will monitor the lake area as the fence has recently been broken for people to gain access.
148.25	Neighbourhood plan
CB When we consulted on the residents, we had Sheila put together some graphs, TH I might have this.  CB can we put a meeting in.  PG yes.  CB then I can arrange a meeting with the Bucks Council representative.  PG I had a meeting with David Wilson, Highbarrow and FCC and Colin Sharples. CB the other thing that needs incorporating is the information we all put together.  TH emailed Sheila to see if she has the data.  PC agreed to meet on the 11th November at 1830.  TH to book the meeting room.
149.25	Dunsty Hill
TH No update.
150.25	Mega Prison
RY No correspondence as yet, the temporary traffic lights are at the front, the existing recreation ground will be a car park and the recreation ground is being put in front of the road.  PG the construction route has now been agreed they will have to come from the A41 and not through the villages.
151.25	HS2/EWR 
PG The temporary road is open, but not as temporary as first thought, it is on the schedule 17 and will use it from Brackley lane.  Frank and I have asked for a meeting as lots of things have now come up that weren’t in the original plan.  PG the meeting is on the 28th November.  School hill has been resurfaced and now the Gawcott road is open the Twyford road will be closed.  PG flooding, this seems to be ok now due to the new culverts being put in.

152.25	Tracker
Street lights		No update  
Bollards		No update
Allotments	PG do we need allotments?  I ask as we only have four Parish Councillors and it is a lot of work to manage, PC agreed to put on hold.
Funding	TH / GA explained they have been unsuccessful
Litter bins		No update
Memorial Gdn	TH closed for the winter
Green/verges	TH Last cut has been done.
.
Oakpark	GA have been and completed all issues. 
Speed limit	On hold
Bus stop markings	No update

153.25	CGCA	
Three quotes received for the air con, to put main unit in the bar area, one unit behind the bar and store area.  PC voted to contribute half the cost, agreed.  The ceiling window in the kitchen, does it open?  No, but the roof velux opens.  Part of our due diligence we will get a quotes for the pumps, increased committee, feedback from the village is residents would like some more evening events, we are bringing back the bar committee.
154.25	Financials
All other financials Agreed	
155.25	Next meeting
26th November 2025 @1930
156.25		AOB
CGCA AGM, we discussed councillor vacancies, I talked about the fact that the community doesn’t see what we do.  TH added the news letter to the Claydons magazine.  PG I think RY could take on the Social media.  PC agreed.
PC discussed the possibility of a Parish Council picture board in reception.
PG CCTV policy, the CGCA need a file and need a fire officer and fire drill.
Remembrance Sunday, PC discussed a monument in the memorial garden and the purchase of a wreath, PC agreed. TH to order. 
Meeting ended 21.30	Next Meeting 30th September 2025 @1930



